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Hypercholesterolemia is a major risk factor in the development of coronary heart disease (CHD) and in the progression of atherosclerosis (1) . CHD morbidity and mortality is positively related to low-density-lipoprotein cholesterol concentrations (LDL-C) and inversely related to high-density-lipoprotein cholesterol concentrations (HDL-C) (2) . Not only does lowering total cholesterol (TC) and LDL-C in asymptomatic individuals with hypercholesterolemia reduce CHD death and nonfatal coronary events (3) (4) (5) , but lowering TC reduces risk of subsequent CHD events in people with established CHD (6) and may actually slow the progression of CHD (7). In addition to high TC and LDL-C and low HDL-C, the 1988 
